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                                English 4

What’s In A Name?

Our language often uses symbolism to extend meaning. Words or phrases can call up images or use specific words to express a connection between other phenomena to deepen possible interpretations, or to give them more substance and impact. Nick Lake writes openly about this in his novel In Darkness. Many characters have taken nicknames, or have names that can be understood as symbols. The nickname “Shorty” carries a special meaning, as does Biggie and Toussaint l’Ouverture. Think of your family members or friends; are their names significant in any way? If someone’s name was changed, would it impact how you thought of that person?

Pick 4 people you know (1 may be a celebrity or a person you do not have contact with) and create a nickname for each. Support each choice with a short paragraph (3-4 sentences) describing why you chose the name. No offensive or crude names please. Use the back of this sheet if necessary.

1. Given name:_________________________________________

    New nickname:_______________________________________

    Reasoning:

2. Given name:_________________________________________

    New nickname:_______________________________________

    Reasoning:

3. Given name:_________________________________________

    New nickname:_______________________________________

    Reasoning:

4. Given name:_________________________________________

    New nickname:_______________________________________

    Reasoning:

